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To: Priests of the Archdiocese 

From: Sandy Higgins 

Date: 3/5/2020 

Re: Additional hygiene recommendations 
 
 
 Cardinal DiNardo’s letter of February 28 provided direction on the celebration of the 
Eucharist in light of the coronavirus outbreak in the United States.   This memo provides 
additional hygiene recommendations for sacristans and extraordinary ministers to help contain 
the spread of the virus.  The first case has been reported in Fort Bend County. 
 

- Thorough washing of hands before Mass should be a standard practice by ministers of 
Holy Communion.  Please do not create a new ritual with Extraordinary Ministers 
sanitizing their hands.   The use of a hand sanitizer may take place in the pew before 
the Lamb of God.   

  
- At a minimum, holy water fonts at church doors should be changed and cleaned 

between Masses.  
 
- Please wash ciboria with hot water and detergent between Masses. 
 
- Consider recruiting help to sanitize pews and hymnals.   
 

An excellent  recommended non-fragrant hospital grade solution for non-porous  
(solid wood) surfaces is Ecolution broad spectrum disinfectant.  It is expensive, 
but it is also a concentrate using 2 ounces which is added to 64 ounces of water.  
Here is a link for a 4 gallon supply. https://www.neutronindustries.com/ecolution-
disinfectant-cleaner .   Deaneries/neighboring parishes may wish to purchase as 
a group to take advantage of discounted pricing. 

 
 Listed below are some sample intercessions for use during this time: 
 
 For the healing of the sick and comfort for those who are anxious, we pray, 
 May compassion and healing be given to all those who have fallen ill, we pray, 
 May health and strength be given to all those in need of them, we pray, 
 For all those in the healthcare profession, that they attend to the healing of both body and  
  soul, we pray, 


